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“The PNL [parental notice law] reinforces certain outmoded stereotypes of women as less capable than men of making their own reproductive health decisions and of women as child bearers.”

-- Quote from Planned Parenthood’s lawsuit against the parental notification law approved by Alaska voters (p. 23)

Just a few days before Thanksgiving, Planned Parenthood and two abortion doctors filed a lawsuit in Alaska Superior Court, asking for an injunction to stop the parental notification law from taking effect.

On December 13, Superior Court Judge John Suddock dealt us a serious setback.  Although he allowed the core of the law to go into effect, he arrogantly decided that he had the authority to suspend or “edit” numerous provisions of the statute – contrary to the will of both the Alaska Legislature and the state’s voters.

The worst part of Judge Suddock’s ruling was his decision to block any criminal or civil penalties for doctors who knowingly fail to comply with the law.  If this part of his ruling is allowed to stand in the long run, it will effectively neuter the parental notice law and make it a “toothless tiger.”

There are 35 states that require parental consent or notice before a minor’s abortion.  Every single one of these laws provide either criminal or civil penalties for doctors who fail to comply, and most states provide both.

This should come as no surprise – all laws have penalties for non-compliance.  That’s why we call them “laws” and not “suggestions.”  If you drive drunk, if you don’t pay your taxes, if you lie under oath and commit perjury – you’re going to pay a penalty.

Figuring out what penalties are appropriate for a specific offense always involves making a value judgment.  Who is entitled to make that value judgment?  Should it be voters and their elected representatives?  Or should it be un-elected judges who are accountable to no one?

If the abortion peddlers succeed in this outrageous attack on parental rights, then everything you and I worked so hard to accomplish by passing Ballot Measure 2 will be undone.  I’m not going to stand idly by and watch the multi-billion dollar abortion industry trample on the will of the Alaskan people, and I hope you won’t either.

There are steps we can take to help protect the parental notice law that we worked so hard to enact.  The state Department of Law, under the direction of Governor Parnell, bears primary responsibility for defending the law in court against Planned Parenthood’s attacks.

Our first priority is to encourage the state to do a better job at defending the law.  I attended the first hearing in Judge Suddock’s courtroom on December 10.  The lawyers from the Department of Law were clearly ill prepared to defend the law against the slick arguments of the abortion industry’s “best and brightest” attorneys who were flown in from the Lower 48.  Everybody from the pro-life side who was in the audience that day agrees that the performance of the state’s attorneys was weak and embarrassing.

We have already been in communication with the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, and the Attorney General and have urged them to organize the most aggressive legal defense possible.

We also plan on filing an amicus, or “friend of the court” brief on behalf of Alaskans for Parental Rights / Alaska Family Action, in which we outline for the court’s consideration the arguments and factual evidence proving that parental notice is both constitutional and good public policy.

We’ll also be coordinating with other pro-life and pro-family organizations, both state and national, to encourage them to file their own amicus briefs with the court.

But beyond the legal battles in the courtroom, there is an equally important battle in the “court of public opinion.”  One thing we learned during the Ballot Measure 2 campaign is that many Alaskans simply don’t know much about Planned Parenthood’s anti-life and anti-family agenda.

No doubt Planned Parenthood would like to keep it that way.  If the majority of voters became aware of Planned Parenthood’s radical views, they might start demanding that Congress put an end to further taxpayer subsidies for this extreme group.


As Planned Parenthood’s lawsuit moves through the court system, we’ll use this as an opportunity to expose their lies, their deceptive rhetoric, and their fringe ideology.  We’ll do so through email alerts, news releases, talk radio, blogging, guest editorials in newspapers, and any other means at our disposal.

We’ll place in front of the public some of the goofy statements like the one quoted at this letter’s beginning.  Planned Parenthood states in their lawsuit that the image of women as “child bearers” is an “outmoded stereotype.”  Really?  Is that a “pro-woman” statement, with its patronizing, condescending view of the incredible gift that womankind brings to the world?

I think of American poet William Ross Wallace and his famous wisdom: “The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world.”   Is anyone who works at Planned Parenthood capable of understanding what that means?

Honestly, to read through Planned Parenthood’s lawsuit is like watching one of those old episodes of the “Twilight Zone.”  You feel like you’re entering a dark fantasy world where logic, reason, and all cultural norms are bent to the brute force of a left-wing ideology.

For starters, the lawsuit makes all of the same discredited allegations that were used in the campaign against Ballot Measure 2: pregnant teens whose parents are notified will be subject to violence; some will commit suicide; teens will choose to have self-induced abortions and suffer terrible health consequences; pregnant girls from abusive homes won’t be able to figure out how the judicial bypass process works, etc.

As we pointed out during the campaign, there are 35 other states that have laws just like the Alaska initiative, requiring parental involvement (consent or notice) before a minor’s abortion.  

Whether Planned Parenthood likes to admit it or not, this is the “norm” in American life – and they are unable to find a shred of evidence from the rest of the country that parental notice or consent laws have led to pregnant teens being abused, or teen girls dying from self-induced abortions, or any of the tall tales of horror that are strewn throughout their legal complaint.

Beyond these predictable arguments, Planned Parenthood then goes on to make other bizarre statements that would almost be laughable if we weren’t talking about abortion.

In one place they complain that Alaska’s parental notice law is “…discriminating against female minors by placing restrictions upon a reproductive health service obtained only by women.” (p. 27).  Of course, male minors are equally subject to parental notice/consent in all areas of the law – e.g., getting an aspirin at school, obtaining a learner’s permit to drive a car, etc.

But due to the simple biological reality that guys can’t become pregnant, Planned Parenthood invites the court to deprive parents of their right to be involved in one of the most important decisions their teenage daughter would ever have to make.

Then there are the “red herring” arguments that are sprinkled throughout the lawsuit.  For example, in one place they argue that it’s really all about the parents’ best interest:  “Some minors fear that telling a parent will cause the parent’s health to suffer or otherwise add stress in a family already coping with serious stressors such as job loss or serious illness.” (p. 13).
Translation: we should throw out the law for all parents, because some parents wouldn’t want to hear news from their daughter that might cause them stress.  Ignorance is bliss.

Then they attack the “medical emergency” exception in the law, which allows doctors to perform an abortion without parental notice if it’s immediately required to avoid death or serious injury to the girl.  But Planned Parenthood objects:  “The ‘medical emergency’ defense fails to cover situations in which there is an immediate threat of serious risk to the mental health of the minor.” (p. 18, emphasis added).

Naturally, Planned Parenthood doesn’t offer any facts, or even a hypothetical example, to explain how an immediate abortion without parental notice is essential to preserve a teenage girl from a “mental health” problem.  

There are numerous other silly arguments like these above.  But on a more serious note, this lawsuit puts on full display Planned Parenthood’s worldview that unborn children at any stage of development are simply “non-entities” that are invisible and inconsequential.  How else can you explain statements such as this:  “The risks associated with childbirth are many times greater than the risks associated with abortion.” (p. 11)
Risks for whom?  Leaving aside the well-documented damage that women suffer from abortion, the fact remains that this procedure has no purpose other than extinguishing the life of a developing human being.  It is fatal for unborn children nearly 100 percent of the time.

I’ve taken the time to give you these excerpts from Planned Parenthood’s lawsuit because I want you to see the truth about what we’re up against.  I pray that I’ve also convinced you that we cannot abandon the battlefield in the face of this persistent enemy.

If you want to help us expose the truth about Planned Parenthood and defeat them in this lawsuit, we need your financial support today.

We need allies who can “stretch” themselves financially and make donations of as much as much as $500 or $250.  We also need many gifts of $50 or $100.

If you are in a position to contribute, please click HERE and know that your gift will be put to immediate use to defend what we worked so hard to achieve. 
I thank you in advance for your faithful support – and I pray for God’s blessings on you and your family in this Christmas season.
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Warmest regards,

Jim Minnery

President

PO Box 231425   -   Anchorage, AK 99523  -   www.AlaskansForParentalRights.org










